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Doubts over Toyota future
Toyota is expected to announce later this week that it will be withdrawing from Formula 1 immediately. The company is believed 
to have taken the decision after indications in Japan that the automotive markets are not getting any better, Honda having 
recently announced a 56% drop in earnings in the last quarter, compared to 2008. Prior to that the company was looking at 
other options, such as selling the team on to someone else. This has now been axed and the company will simply close things 
down and settle all the necessary contractual commitments as quickly as possible.

The news, if confirmed, will be another blow to the manufacturer power in F1 as it will be the third withdrawal by a major car 
company in 11 months, following in the footsteps of Honda and BMW. There are also doubts about the future of Renault's 
factory team. The news will also be a blow to the Formula One Teams' Association, although the members have learned that 
working together produces much better results than trying to take on the authorities alone. It also means that there are now just 
three manufacturers left: Ferrari, Mercedes and Renault, and engine supply from Cosworth will become essential to ensure there 
are sufficient engines to go around. While one can criticize Max Mosley for many things in recent years, one has to say that he 
was right about the manufacturers' commitment to F1 — even if they signed the Concorde Agreement, committing them to stay 
in F1 until the end of 2012. Honda handed its team on to Brawn GP, BMW will be handing on the Sauber team to Qadbak and 
while Toyota did look at the option of selling the team to John Howett and others, it seems that this is not going to happen.

The bad news in Cologne will mean good news in Switzerland as the disappearance of one team means that the Sauber Qadbak 
team will be able to take up the entry and thus the question of the 14th entry will cease to exist. This is good news as the teams 
will then be able to get on with planning for next season.

Mercedes and McLaren: divorce German style
The word in Abu Dhabi was that Mercedes and McLaren have agreed terms for an immediate termination of the relationship. 
McLaren will recover the 40% shareholding that was owned by Mercedes, will be paid around $350m in cash and will get free 
engines for two years. This will mean that Mercedes can move to Brawn immediately and will not have to wait two years to 
begin the new relationship. The financial windfall for McLaren will give the team the money it needs to invest in its own engine 
program so that it can continue with its strategy of becoming a totally independent car manufacturer, promoting its products in 
Formula 1. This will also mean that the Mercedes-Benz influence in the choice of drivers will come to an end. The team is trying 
to decide what to do with its second seat at the moment with Kimi Raikkonen the main possibility. The problem, however, is that 
the Finn and his management are asking for much more money than McLaren is willing to pay.

There is no doubt that McLaren would probably be happiest keeping the same driver line-up, but Heikki Kovalainen has not 
qualified well this year and thus has not been able to achieve as much as had been hoped in the races. He is a very good team 
player, is popular and very focussed and even Hamilton admits that the Finn keeps him on his toes.

There were a number of other options under discussion in Abu Dhabi with the name of Nick Heidfeld being mentioned. He was 
a McLaren test driver for a number of years before being passed over by the team when it signed up Kimi Raikkonen, Heidfeld's 
then team-mate at Sauber. Others that have been in the mix include Adrian Sutil, although he has not been very consistent to 
date, and Nico Rosberg, who is expected to be confirmed at Brawn GP within the next few days. The other possible choice for 
the team would be to go for a youngster, a move which could produce a new star in F1 at a very low cost.

The other rumor worth noting in Abu Dhabi was that Exxon Mobil is going to switch its Mobil sponsorship from McLaren 
to Brawn in 2010, as part of the Mercedes-Benz defection to the World Championship winning team. Mobil has been with 
McLaren for nearly 15 years but prior to that was involved with Williams for a long period in the 1980s. They then moved on to 
Benetton until the end of 1992 and after a brief spell with Team Lotus and then joined McLaren. The deal is one that involves 
first-fill rights for Mobil in Mercedes-Benz products, which was one of the earliest B2B deals in F1. This means that Mobil pays 
more money to McLaren than the signage suggests and the company now wants a bigger slice of exposure for its money, which 
it seems Mercedes-Benz is willing to offer with Brawn. This is important as the oil companies of the world are beginning to be 
squeezed because of the low price of oil at the moment. Last year oil was trading at $147 a barrel but today it is down to $79. 
Exxon has just reported a 68% decline in earnings for the third quarter in comparison to last year's figures. This is not quite the 
disaster it sounds as Mobil has announced that its year-to-date earnings are $13.3bn. Nonetheless the oilmen want better value 
for money.

The settlement between the two parties was reached after a series of top level meetings during the Grand Prix weekend. 
The entire Daimler AG board was involved, including not only the chairman Dieter Zetsche but also the chairman of the 
Supervisory Board Manfred Bischoff.
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Senna signs for Campos
The Campos Meta 1 Formula 1 team has confirmed that Bruno Senna will be one of its drivers in 2010. The Spanish team said 
it will be an "extraordinary honor" to be taking the Senna name back into F1, 16 years after Bruno's uncle Ayrton Senna died 
in an accident at the San Marino Grand Prix at Imola.

The team said that the signing not only confirms the team's aim to become not only the first Spanish Formula 1 team, but also 
the first Iberian-American team. Campos pointed out that Brazil is a country on the move with the 2014 soccer World Cup and 
the 2016 Olympics, plus three drivers in Formula 1. The tone of the announcement makes it fairly clear that the sponsorship 
will be coming from Brazil and there has been much speculation that the Brazilian oil company Petrobras will be supporting the 
team. There has also been speculation that the team will be employing Pedro da la Rosa although he is still holding on for the 
decision over the second McLaren seat. There has also been talk that Pedro could be joining the USF1 team.

There are also rumors doing the rounds that Lucas di Grassi is close to a deal with Virgin F1 (aka Manor).

Bridgestone to quit F1 at the end of 2010
Formula 1's official tire supplier Bridgestone will quit the sport at the end of next year.

"The decision made by the Board of Directors of Bridgestone comes after considerable and lengthy evaluations and has been 
based on the company's need to redirect its resources towards the further intensive development of innovative technologies and 
strategic products," a statement said. "While we understand and respect the reasons for this decision, it has nevertheless come 
as a great disappointment. Bridgestone's relationship with the FIA Formula 1 World Championship

stretches beyond being a tire supplier. Formula 1 has been of strategic importance to Bridgestone in developing its technologies, 
raising the company's brand awareness and providing its strategic business units around the globe with promotional and 
marketing tools that are intrinsically linked to our company's core products.

"Our sincere appreciation is also extended to Mr Bernie Ecclestone and Formula One Management, the Formula 1 teams with 
whom it has been an honor to have worked alongside, and the many Formula 1 fans who have followed our activities over the 
past 13 years. I would also like to thank the staff of the Bridgestone Motorsport team for their professionalism, dedication and 
hard work, and for their passion for excellence.

"It remains only to reiterate that Bridgestone continues to be wholly committed to the provision of safe tires of the highest 
quality to the FIA Formula One World Championship in 2010 and to the running of its tire servicing operation at the highest 
level."

The problem for Bernie Ecclestone is that he needs to find a new supplier. Goodyear is not likely to return (unless the price is 
right); Michelin owes F1 no favors after what happened a few years ago. Perhaps we will see a smaller organization (Kumnho 
perhaps?) taking over the deal...

The announcement is probably going to the first of several as companies involved in the sport have been waiting for the season 
to end to announce their plans for the future.

A Silverstone deal close
The collapse of the Donington Park British Grand Prix bid has resulted in renewed talks between Silverstone and the 
Formula One group. There were a group of Silverstone representatives in Abu Dhabi and discussions with F1 boss  
Bernie Ecclestone.

Although no-one was willing to say much after the meeting it seems that the two parties are now not a million miles from 
a settlement and Silverstone is committed to build its planned new pits and paddock by 2011. Ecclestone was asking the 
Northamptonshire track for $18m a year and a 7% annual increase in the fees, while Silverstone is believed to have made a 
proposition which is the best it can manage without putting the circuit into danger. Silverstone sources say that if Ecclestone 
chooses not to accept that offer there will not be a British Grand Prix. Ecclestone will then be in the firing line from the F1 teams, 
who are keen to have a home race.

It has long been very clear that there will be no government assistance for the circuit in terms of the race fees, but there may 
be help with infrastructure work. In an ideal world the circuit would like to have a railway connection to one of the main lines 
to the north. This is not as crazy as it sounds as the old Stratford-Upon-Avon & Midland Junction Railway ran within a few miles 
of the circuit until it was closed down in the cutbacks during the 1960s. Although the rails have been taken up, the path of the 
old railway exists. This would be a major investment and would only be justifiable if Silverstone was developed with everyday 
attractions, such as museums, theme parks or educational facilities. There is a trend in some parts of Europe to revive old rail 
lines using new light rail technology or trams. This is considerably cheaper than older systems and can transport thousands of 
people per hour with relative ease, depending on the design of the rolling stock. Although it is unlikely at the moment because 
of the costs involved, if Silverstone is developed it could become an option and would also help the circuit with its environmental 
footprint as the biggest pollution created at any sporting event is from the spectators travelling to the venue.
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Williams to confirm Barrichello and Hulkenberg this week
Sir Frank Williams confirmed in Dubai last week that the team will be using Cosworth engines in 2010 and it is expected that 
later this week the team will confirm not only Rubens Barrichello but new boy Nico Hulkenberg.

The team has been very active in the Middle East in recent months and the first fruits of those labors were seen last week 
when it was announced that the team has signed a deal with the Qatar Science & Technology Park (QSTP) to create a 
Williams Technology Center in Doha. The local government is working to turn QSTP into “a world class incubator for the 
research, development and commercialization of new technologies” and was keen to get Williams involved thanks to its work 
on the development of the flywheel KERS system. The aim now is to develop an industrial application large magnetically loaded 
composite flywheel. The plan is also to develop Williams F1's simulator know-how for competition and road car application. 
QSTP and Williams F1 will jointly fund the R&D programs and, as partners, will both benefit from the commercialization of 
the technologies that have their origins in F1. The Williams Technology Center is anticipated to employ 20 staff with a double 
digit million dollar R&D budget and a carefully projected revenue stream that will reward both Williams F1 and QSTP for their 
investment and support future project ambitions.

Renault for sale?
There has been talk for a while now that Renault is planning to fund its Formula 1 team next year by selling a shareholding 
in the organization, perhaps with an option for the buyer to take complete control of the team in 2013 after the current 
Concorde Agreement deal — to which Renault is committed — runs out. There has been speculation about a couple of possible 
buyers including Russian telecommunications magnate Alisher Usmanov, who controls the Megafon mobile phone company, 
which is one of the team's few remaining sponsors. Usmanov has recently showed an interest in diversifying into sports with 
a 25% share of the Arsenal soccer team in London. He is also the head of the international fencing federation. He owns the 
celebrated Sutton Place estate in Surrey, which was once owned by J Paul Getty. Usmanov, who is very close to former President 
Vladimir Putin, clearly likes a high profile.

The other name that has been mentioned is that of Luxembourg investor Gerard Lopez, who runs a company called 
Mangrove Capital Partners, a venture capital business which specializes in IT businesses. He was an early investor in Skype, 
making a payment of $1.9m to help the new company out and netting more than $180m when the company was sold to 
eBay Inc. for $2.6bn. Lopez has recently invested in a driver management company. There is talk that there may also be an Asian 
group interested in buying into the team.

It remains to be seen what happens with Renault's engine operation in Viry-Chatillon.

Rumors in Abu Dhabi suggest that Timo Glock will be confirmed as the second driver with Renault later this week.

USF1 confirms Aragon and Stubbs
US F1 Team has announced as expected that MotorLand Aragon will be the team's European base. MotorLand will serve as the 
team's European testing, racecar development and logistics headquarters.

MotorLand is a motorsports complex consisting of three international standard tracks, a technology park (TechnoPark MotorLand) 
and a world-class leisure and cultural area. In addition to world-class dirt and karting circuits, MotorLand Aragon is known 
worldwide for its Hermann Tilke-conceived and designed F1/MotoGP road course, the only one of its kind in Europe. Created in 
collaboration with Formula One star Pedro de la Rosa, the approximately 3.32-mile Tarmac track is the showpiece of the project 
and is now considered a favorite to secure a Formula One test.

US F1 will be housed in a 20,000-square foot facility at MotorLand, with major departments having a presence in everything 
from testing and racecar development to logistics and communications. MotorLand, which is serving as the alternate race 
location for the 2010 MotoGP series, will also serve as US F1 Team's hub and service shop in between Formula One races.

The track is located just 123 miles from Barcelona and 192 miles from Madrid.

The team has also confirmed that David Stubbs has been recruited to be the head of its European operations. Stubbs has been 
involved in racing for more than 30 years, having joined Williams from the British Atomic Research Establishment at Harwell 
(where Ross Brawn was also employed) not long after the team was established in 1978. Initially he was a truck driver but he 
soon moved on to run the stores and he became involved in purchasing as well before being appointed team manager in 1985. 
That was when the Williams-Honda relationship was just beginning to flourish with Nelson Piquet and Nigel Mansell fighting 
over the World Championship. His responsibilities increased still further when Frank Williams was paralyzed in a road accident 
early in 1986. It was period of great success but by the end of 1987 Honda switched to McLaren and Williams was left struggling 
with Judd engines. The old team began to break up and Stubbs was offered the chance to be team manager at Brabham, where 
he remained until the end of 1989 when he decided that he wanted to take some time out of F1 and joined Paul Stewart's PSR 
Formula 3000 team. The team became more and more competitive and by 1992 was running David Coulthard but it did not win 
its first race until 1993 when Gil de Ferran was the number one driver. Stubbs was then team manager of the Stewart Grand Prix 
operation until its takeover by the Ford Motor Company in 1999 and he stayed on to work with the team when it became 
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Jaguar Racing, and ultimately Red Bull Racing. At the end of 2005 he departed and has spent the last few years working with 
Team Holland in the A1 Grand Prix Series.

One final rumor that has been whispered is that the team might do a one-off deal next year for Jacques Villeneuve to race 
in Canada.

That should go down well with Bernie Ecclestone...

New idea in Abu Dhabi
The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix featured a number technological firsts in addition the stunning new track facility and the first 
night/day race in F1 history (although the Australian GP could claim to have been the first twilight race). The most impressive 
innovation was an instant computer-generated 3D model of the cars as they went through the first corner, which Formula 
One Productions is calling "Virtual Eye". This has been made possible with the advent of high definition coverage of the event. 
The Abu Dhabi media center also featured a totally new system of keeping the press informed with a larger version of the layout 
used in Race Control with TV images and timing data on three large screens rather than on hundreds of small TVs that are used 
at most of the circuits.

In addition a number of the bridges around the track featured backlit advertising panels that were not only visible at night but 
were  changed electronically in the course of the race. This meant that the space was sold several times, increasing the revenues. 
It is expected that the system will be seen more in the years ahead.

Tom Wheatcroft
As the grid was forming up in Abu Dhabi, word began to filter through from England that Tom Wheatcroft has died at the age 
of 87. Wheatcroft is best known as the man who revived the Donington Park racing circuit and in 1993 achieved his ambition to 
host a Grand Prix at the Leicestershire track, where he first caught the racing bug in 1937 when he saw the great AutoUnion and 
Mercedes-Benz teams battle. Wheatcroft came from humbling beginnings and cycled to the track that day. He had little formal 
schooling but after spending the war driving tanks, he set up a building company and soon became very wealthy. This enabled 
him to indulge in his passion for racing cars and in 1970 he set up Wheatcroft Racing and bought a Brabham BT30 Formula 2 
for rising star Derek Bell. This was followed by a BT26 Formula 1 car for selected events. The F2 program was a big success with 
Bell finishing second in the European Championship. In 1971 he acquired much of the 1100-acre Donington Hall estate for 
£100,000. On the grounds was the old racing circuit which had been converted into a military transport base during World War II 
and was never revived. Wheatcroft dreamed of rebuilding the facility and first won a lengthy series of legal battles to get the 
track reopened and then funded a complete renovation. His goal was to take the British Grand Prix to Donington Park.

In 1972 Wheatcroft Racing took on a new rising star in Roger Williamson and ran him in British Formula 3, with occasional 
European F2 races as part of the program. In 1973 Williamson embarked on a season of European F2 and selected F1 races with 
a Wheatcroft-funded March factory car, run by Max Mosley. Williamson made his debut at the ill-fated British Grand Prix where 
he was involved in the famous first lap accident. His second race was the Dutch GP. The car suffered a puncture and crashed 
on the eighth lap, coming to rest upside-down with Williamson trapped beneath. The car caught fire and the poorly-prepared 
marshals could not save him, despite the heroic efforts of fellow driver David Purley who tried everything to get his friend from 
the wrecked car. Devastated by the loss Wheatcroft concentrated on Donington but did later sponsor other young drivers in 
Formula Atlantic and Formula 2 — notably Brian Henton.

Donington reopened in 1977 with a round of the European Formula 2 Championship which was won by Bruno Giacomelli. At 
the same time he was building up an extraordinary car collection, known today as the Donington Grand Prix Exhibition. This 
includes the world's only complete collection of Vanwall cars and almost all of the McLaren F1 cars. There are also a large number 
of Williamses and BRMs and several of the rare four-wheel-drive F1 cars, notably the unique Cosworth. When Wheatcroft could 
not buy cars he had them made and the Exhibition includes a pre-war AutoUnion built from the original plans and a perfect 
replica of Ettore Bugatti's personal Royale, which cost a staggering $2.5m. This was a quarter of the price of buying one of the 
originals.

Wheatcroft began campaigning for a Grand Prix once Donington was firmly re-established and in 1982 announced plans to host 
a non-championship race. That never happened but Wheatcroft refused to give up and funded the construction of an extension 
to the circuit in order to meet the requirements for F1. He landed the British Motorcycle Grand Prix, from 1987 but his attempts 
to lure F1 were frustrated. Finally Bernie Ecclestone relented and in 1993 Donington was gives the European Grand Prix. The 
weather was terrible but it was a famous day as Ayrton Senna drove to a brilliant victory in a McLaren-Cosworth. The race was 
a costly affair but he did not care. In the late 1990s he handed over the management of the circuit to an outside promotional 
agency and it hosted many successful races for cars and bikes and some of Britain's biggest music festivals. In 2007 he agreed 
to lease the circuit for 150 years to a company called Donington Ventures Leisure Ltd, which subsequently announced a deal for 
the British Grand Prix, beginning in 2010. Sadly DVLL failed to deliver the money needed and the plan fell apart just a few days 
before Wheatcroft, who was suffering from cancer, died.
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Graham Nearn
Graham Nearn has died at the age of 76. After a period working in the timber business, Nearn became one of the original Lotus 
dealers in Caterham, Surrey in 1959, taking over the garage that had been previously been owned by Anthony Crook, the man 
who had started the Bristol car company. Nearn began to develop the Lotus Seven through a series of upgrades and promoted 
these by supplying the cars for the Prisoner TV series. Although Lotus was ready to stop production of the Seven in the early 
1970s Nearn talked Lotus boss Colin Chapman into allowing him to continue to assemble and later manufacture the cars. Many 
stars in the years that followed started their careers in Lotus Sevens, notably in France. This led to the creation in the 1980s of 
the first Caterham one-make championship, a trend which gradually expanded across the world to become the most successful 
one-make racing formulas in the world. The business boomed and the company eventually outgrew the original facility and 
moved to a new factory in Dartford, Kent. Nearn would eventually pass control of the business over to his son Simon. In 2005, 
however, the family took the decision to sell the business. It continues to be a successful business.

WHISPER WHISPER WHISPER
 Malaysia's Lotus F1 team has announced the appointment of Riad Asmat as chief executive of the F1 team. Asmat is currently 
general manager of the state-owned Proton Holdings Berhard. The team has begun the lay-up of the first chassis and intends to 
present the car in the middle of February, in time to do a couple of tests before the season begins. The team has also announced 
that it will have a new chief operations officer in Keith Saunt, who worked with Gascoyne at Renault. He was with the Enstone 
team for five and a half years before moving to Red Bull Technology for a year and more recently has been running his own 
company called F1 Serious Games, which provides professional training and coaching using competitive gaming techniques.

 Dover Motorsports Inc. has announced that it is ceasing operations at the Memphis Motorsports Park after a deal to sell the 
facility fell through. The three-quarter mile oval has hosted NASCAR Nationwide and Truck races for the last 10 years but has 
failed to land a Sprint Cup race. Dover had agreed to sell the track to Gulf Coast Entertainment, but the company was unable 
to find the money to complete the deal.

 North Wilkesboro Speedway was one of the key speedways in the development of NASCAR, playing a key role in the 
development of the stock car series since its opening in 1949 until it was closed down in 2006. The track's two Winston Cup 
dates were moved to New Hampshire and Texas. The track has been acquired by an organisation called USARacing and the plan 
is to reopen the track a year from now.

 A surprise visitor to the Grand Prix in Abu Dhabi was America's Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who was in Abu Dhabi 
on Saturday for a meeting with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas. Clinton kept a low profile and was not seen in the F1 
paddock but watched the qualifying before heading off to Israel on Saturday night for meetings with the country's Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Clinton is trying to restart the peace process in the Middle East which has stalled in recent months. She 
arrived in Abu Dhabi after a visit to Pakistan.

 AJ Allmendinger became the second NASCAR driver within a few days to run into trouble with the law for drink driving. 
Allmendinger was stopped by police at 01.30 on Thursday morning in Mooresville, North Carolina. He was subjected to a test 
and recorded a reading of 0.08, which is the legal limit in the state. Last week Michael Waltrip was involved in an accident in 
the same area. He was under the legal limit but the police reported that alcohol was a contributory factor in an minor accident 
he had been involved in. Allmendinger said in a statement released by Richard Petty Motorsport that he had made a mistake 
and apologized to his fans, sponsors, team and NASCAR. The team also apologized to its fans and partners. NASCAR placed 
Allmendinger on probation until the end of the year and has been fined $10,000. He will still have to face a court in December. 
This was particularly embarrassing as the team had just announced a new sponsorship deal for Allmendinger car for 2010 with 
Best Buy moving across from Elliott Sadler's car. Stanley Tools will become the primary sponsor for Sadler.

 Claudio Berro has been appointed as the head of competition at Group Lotus. The former Ferrari team manager, who was 
running the Speedcar Series earlier this year, will be working with the company chief executive Dany Baher, another former 
Ferrari man. In addition Lotus will take on a third Ferrari person in the form of Gino Rosato, who will be in charge of Lotus 
projects in sports car racing and Indycars. It remains to be seen when these will be launched but clearly the US market is seen as 
an important one for the company.

 The sponsorship of NASCAR teams by native American tribes, promoting their casinos, is not new. The first such deal dating 
back to 2002. The most famous deal is with the Miccosukee tribe, which runs a resort and casino in Miami, Florida. This year 
the tribe sponsored Brad Keselowski in a limited program of Sprint Cup races, which included victory at Talladega. The tribe 
also supports a Truck Series entry driven by Kyle Busch and a Nationwide Car driven by Mike Bliss. Richard Childress Racing has 
announced that it will be sponsored by the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma at the upcoming Sprint Cup race in Texas. The car is 
usually sponsored by Jack Daniel's.

 Aldar, the government controlled construction company that built the racing circuit on Yas Island and is developing a number 
of projects in Adu Dhabi at the moment, is considering building Ferrari-branded villas near to the Ferrari World theme park. 
The park is under construction at the moment with the roof having recently been completed and the internal work now 
pushing ahead. The park will be operated by Farrah Leaisure Park Management, a joint venture with ProFun Management Group 
of California.
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 The second of the Formula 1 Rocks series of concerts took place in Abu Dhabi with four evenings of music accompanying the 
Grand Prix. The first night featured American star Beyonce, the jazz funk group Jamiroquai headlined on Friday night, Saturday 
saw the Kings of Leon and on Sunday after the race the fans were treated to Aerosmith. The concerts were free to Grand Prix 
ticket holders. The concept seems to be very popular with racegoers.

 The Windshear wind tunnel in Charlotte, the first full scale rolling road wind tunnel in the United States, is to be featured in a 
Lexus TV commercial which will be shown across the nation. The facility, which was built by USF1 team principal Ken Anderson, 
has been used for testing by a number of Formula 1 teams in the course of the last 18 months, plus NASCAR and IndyCar teams 
and automobile manufacturers. Windshear is a division of Haas Automation, the largest machine tool builder in the world.

German Grand Prix 1959

The German Grand Prix moved in 1959 from the Nurburgring to the Automobil Verkehrs und Ubungs-Strasse 
(AVUS) facility in Berlin. The track, located in the Grunewald Forest, dated back to the early 1920s. When it was 
opened it was 12 miles in length, two long blasts up and back on what would one day become a autobahn with 
flat large radius curves at each end. It played host to the first German GP in 1926 but then the Nurburgring arrived 
and AVUS was somewhat overshadowed. In the late 1930s, in an effort to make it the fastest circuit in the world, 
the Germans built a steeply banked (43-degrees) north curve which had no barriers at the top so that if a driver 
made a mistake the car would simply fly out of the bowl. In 1937 Hermann Lang set an average race speed of 
160mph, a speed not matched again until the 1960s at Indianapolis. During the final weeks of the war the forest 
was the scene of desperate fighting but the track was revived in the early 1950s with a new south turn which 
reduced the track to five miles in length. In 1954 the track hosted a non-championship F1 race, which was little 
more than a showcase for the Mercedes-Benz team. In 1959, AVUS what would be its only World Championship 
F1 race.

Because of fears that there would be tire problems it was decided to run the race in two heats. Ferrari had missed the 
British GP and there was a change as Jean Behra had left after a punch-up with the team manager Romolo Tavoni. 
The Italian operation was running four cars for Tony Brooks, Phil Hill, Dan Gurney and Cliff Allison. Behra appeared 
in a Formula 2 Porsche. Cooper had its usual crew of Jack Brabham, Bruce McLaren and Masten Gregory with 
Rob Walker cars for Maurice Trintignant and Stirling Moss. BRM ran Harry Schell, Jo Bonnier and local hero 
Hans Herrmann while Lotus fielded Graham Hill and Innes Ireland.

Qualifying would be overshadowed by Behra's death in a supporting sports car race. He spun his Porsche RSK in 
damp conditions and was thrown from the car and flew into a flag pole.

It was a subdued F1 qualifying session with Brooks ahead of Moss, Gurney and Brabham with Gurney alongside 
on the 4-3-4 grid. Behind them on row two were Gregory, Phil Hill and Bonnier. Brooks took the lead in the first 
heat while Moss was quickly out with transmission trouble. Gregory led briefly but then Brooks was ahead again 
but he had to battle with Gurney and Gregory, although the latter would retire with five laps to go with an engine 
failure, which promoted Hill to third and McLaren fourth.

The second heat featured a grid made up of the finishing positions of heat one and at the start McLaren took the 
lead but he was quickly overtaken by Phil Hill, Bonnier, Brooks and Gurney. Brooks quickly got to the front and 
Bonnier dropped back to give Ferrari a 1-2-3. Herrman suffered a brake failure on his BRM and went off at high 
speed in the South Turn. The car hit hay bales and was launched into a series of somersaults and Herrman was 
thrown out but escaped serious injury.

When the aggregate times were worked out it was a Ferrari 1-2-3 with Brooks ahead of Gurney and Hill.
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Vettel in the twilight zone

SEBASTIAN VETTEL gave Red Bull Racing a hat-trick of wins to finish off the 2009 season 
with a dominant victory in the inaugural Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. Although Lewis Hamilton 
qualified well and led from the start, it was clear early on that the McLaren driver was not 
able to pull away from Vettel and at the pit stops was overtaken by Vettel just before he 

went out with a rear brake problem. After that Vettel was untouchable. It was not a great race, 
overtaking clearly being very hard, but there was some excitement in the last laps as Webber 
struggled to hold off a charging Jenson Button.

Vettel's brilliant win cemented second place for him in the Drivers' World Championship behind Button and ahead of 
Rubens Barrichello, who was never able to challenge and had to make do with fourth place.

Hamilton led away at the start, but was already beginning to experience braking problems before he refueled on lap 17. He 
had twice run wide in the sweeping corners and when Vettel ran three laps longer before stopping he was able to exit the pits 
comfortably in the lead. Soon afterwards Hamilton's challenge ended when McLaren had to withdraw his car after the telemetry 
revealed a problem with the right rear brake pads which were suffering from excessive wear.

"It was a fantastic race," Vettel smirked. "I had a very good launch at the start even if it was not good enough to out-accelerate 
Lewis. But down the long back straight he pushed the magic KERS button that we don't have and disappeared into the distance. 
But I was soon able to stay close enough. The car was a dream today, and I was always catching him quite a lot. That was the 
secret. There was a lot of pressure on me when I was going into pit lane and I went wide, then there was the scary exit, but I 
was fast enough to go past him."

McLaren's engineers tried to get Hamilton into a brake-conservation mode, but when the unusually high wear-rate refused to 
respond they had no alternative but to withdraw him after 20 laps rather than risk possible failure.

"I had a good start, but I realized early on that something wasn't right with the brakes," the outgoing world champion said. 
"After three or four laps, it became clear that there was a problem with my right-rear brake pads, so I couldn't open up the gap 
back to Sebastian and Mark."

"When the problem got worse, the team radioed me and told me to stop at the end of the lap. It's a shame that we couldn't 
show the performance we'd had throughout the weekend — but sometimes that's racing. But I think we can be really proud 
of our efforts: who'd have thought we'd finish third in the constructors' championship at the start of this season? It's been an 
incredible year, and now I can't wait for next season to start so I can fight for the world championship again."

Hamilton was the race's second retirement, for Jaime Alguersuari's Toro Rosso had ground to a halt out on the circuit the 
previous lap. The Spaniard had come flying into the pits on lap 18, seemingly to refuel, but had frantically been waved out after 
mistakenly calling at the Red Bull pit! When he then stopped everybody assumed he'd run out of fuel; it transpired that he'd 
actually come in for attention to a gearbox problem, had caught his own pit crew on the hop and thus assumed that the Red 
Bull guys were his, and had then retired when the gearbox broke. Interesting...

Hamilton's demise moved Webber up to second, with Button at that stage a distant third ahead of Brawn team-mate 
Rubens Barrichello. The Brazilian had run ahead of the Englishman on the opening lap but clipped Webber's left rear wheel 
with the right-hand endplate of his front wing, causing understeer. Button overtook, and chased after Webber though just after 
his first pit stop he again had to give best to impressive rookie Kamui Kobayashi, until the Toyota driver finally made his sole 
refueling stop after 30 laps.

"It was a fun race," Button said. "For me the harder, prime Bridgestone tire was not my favorite tire. In hindsight two stints on 
the softer compound option tire would have been better and might have let me get closer to the Red Bulls, but we didn't expect 
it to be that way. The prime had been better up until today and it was the better tire for qualifying, but I had a lot of understeer 
on the primes in the first two stints and as the temperature dropped the darker it got it became difficult to get heat into the 
front tires. In the second stint Rubens was behind me, sitting on my tail. But then the soft tire transformed the car in the final 
stint and suddenly I was able to pull Mark in. Suddenly I had this great front end, with lots of grip on initial turn in, and I could 
then carry more speed into the corners."

That switch coincided with Webber struggling on his option tires, which he said did not give him much feel or confidence, and 
suddenly what had been a seven second gap began shrinking at an alarming rate.

On the final lap Button actually drew alongside Webber at the end of the 1.2 km back straight, but the Australian handled 
the situation beautifully, hogging the inside line and forcing Button to go to the outside. They ran side by side for a while, but 
Webber was able to keep his second place by 0.6s.
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"When you're getting caught you really have to make sure you don't make any mistakes and give the guy something," Webber 
said, "so I just had to make sure he had to work for it."

"It was a good tussle, a fair fight," Button said, "but though I got alongside I just couldn't quite make the move stick. I 
thought I might pull it off but Mark is always difficult to overtake. It was clean but the on the edge. And it was great to end my 
championship year with a podium finish."

Barrichello stayed third in the championship with his fourth place, while Nick Heidfeld saw BMW out in style with a decent 
fifth.

"I am very happy," Nick said. "It was a good race in which I was able to get the maximum out of the car and score four points, 
which was enough to reach our target for the end of the season to overtake Williams in the constructors' championship. After 
I have been a little unlucky in recent races, this time I was really able to exploit the car's potential. For quite a long period I was 
able to go at the same speed as the World Champion's car, the Brawn. The strategy to go for a rather long middle stint paid off 
and the track was even more fun when it had more rubber on it. It is a pleasing end to our last season together. It now becomes 
very emotional. During the last laps I had to pull myself together in order to keep my concentration."

The revelation of the race, once again, was Kamui Kobayashi, who drove his Toyota like a demon and, when he was running at 
his lightest in a one-stop run and Button had just refueled, gave the World Champ another seeing to as he sped by the Brawn 
and forced Jenson into overshooting Turn 8.

"The first big stop after the pit stop was Turn 8 where it's very difficult to judge the braking point when you have lots of fuel 
onboard," Jenson admitted. "I just outbraked myself, but in reality it made no difference to my race because he was quicker at 
that point."

"It was a really good race for me. At the start I overtook (Kimi) Raikkonen and that was important in the end because it would 
have been difficult to finish in the top six if I had been behind him during the first stint. When I got past I was confident I had 
the race pace to fight for the points and my target was to be consistently fast. The team did a great job with the strategy and 
the pit stop which played a big part in helping me finish in the points. I certainly wasn't expecting to be racing in Formula 1 this 
season."

Jarno Trulli was seventh after a two-stop run in what may transpire to have been Toyota's last race, while Sebastien Buemi 
survived a tough fight and a brush with Robert Kubica, which left the Pole spinning, to take the final point.

"Getting another point today, after also scoring in Brazil, is a nice way to end the season," Buemi said. "I lost a bit of time behind 
Nakajima, but overall I think I did the best I could and it was a great race. My fight with Robert was quite fair, and I think I left 
him enough space."

Nico Rosberg was ninth in his last race for Williams, yet again believing that he'd got the best from his machinery, and a 
recovered Kubica was 10th. He did not agree with Buemi's assessment of their fight.

"I lost the race in the second stint when I was very slow, while in the first stint I was able to go at quite a good pace, similar to 
Rubens," Kubica said of his final outing for BMW Sauber. "The car was working very well. After changing tires I had no grip at 
all. The track was getting quicker and I just could not go at the pace of the other drivers. This was very strange. My fight with 
Buemi was quite tough and a bit dangerous. We nearly touched when braking into the chicane. He first moved to the left and 
blocked the inside of the left hander. When I moved to the right he pushed me over the high inside kerb of the right hander 
section of the chicane and I spun. He did not leave any space at all."

Heikki Kovalainen fought up from his 18th place start to 13th initially, and went on to finish 11th in a one-stop run, but for the 
latter half his KERS was awol so he had his work cut out for him. He headed home fellow Finn Kimi Raikkonen's uncompetitive 
Ferrari, Kazuki Nakajima's Williams, Fernando Alonso who took his Renault until the 34th lap before his sole refueling stop, and 
similarly single-stopping Tonio Liuzzi whose Force India was the last unlapped runner.

"We knew we did not have a car that was competitive here," Kimi said. "It's a shame to end my time at Ferrari with this result, 
but this year we have never been in a position to fight for the win at every race, as I would have wished."

Alonso could have echoed those sentiments. "The result today is disappointing," said the plucky Spaniard. "I'd like to thank the 
team for everything we've achieved over the years. We had some great victories and won championships together. It has been 
the most amazing seven years of my career and something I will never forget."
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Championship Positions

R A C E  R E S U L T S  –  A B U  D H A B I  G P
1 November 2009 – FIA Formula One World Championship, Round 17 – Abu Dhabi

 Pos  No Driver Car LaPs Time/reTire QuaL LaP Pos
 1 15 Sebastian Vettel (D) Red Bull-Renault 55 1h33m03.314 1:41.615 2
 2 14 Mark Webber (AUS) Red Bull-Renault 55 17.857 1:41.726 3
 3 22 Jenson Button (GB) Brawn-Mercedes 55 18.467 1:41.892 5
 4 23 Rubens Barrichello (BR) Brawn-Mercedes 55 22.735 1:41.786 4
 5 6 Nick Heidfeld (D) BMW Sauber 55 26.253 1:42.343 8
 6 10 Kamui Kobayashi (JPN) Toyota 55 28.343 1:40.777 12
 7 9 Jarno Trulli (I) Toyota 55 34.366 1:41.897 6
 8 12 Sebastien Buemi (CH) Toro Rosso-Ferrari 55 41.294 1:42.713 10
 9 16 Nico Rosberg (D) Williams-Toyota 55 45.941 1:42.583 9
 10 5 Robert Kubica (POL) BMW Sauber 55 48.180 1:41.992 7
 11 2 Heikki Kovalainen (FIN) McLaren-Mercedes 55 52.798 1:40.983 13  
 12 4 Kimi Raikkonen (FIN) Ferrari 55 54.317 1:40.726 11
 13 17 Kazuki Nakajima (JPN) Williams-Toyota 55 59.839 1:41.148 14
 14 7 Fernando Alonso (ESP) Renault 55 1m09.687 1:41.667 16
 15 21 Vitantonio Liuzzi (I) Force India-Mercedes 55 1m34.450 1:41.701 17
 16 8 Romain Grosjean (F) Renault 54 1 Lap 1:41.950 19
 17 3 Giancarlo Fisichella (I) Ferrari 54 1 Lap 1:42.184 20
 18 20 Adrian Sutil (D) Force India-Mercedes 54 1 Lap 1:41.863 18

 R 1 Lewis Hamilton (GB) McLaren-Mercedes 20 Brakes 1:40.948 1
 R 11 Jaime Alguersuaru (ESP) Toro Rosso-Ferrari 18 Gearbox 1:41.689 15

  Fastest Lap: Sebastian Vettel (D) Red Bull-Renault Lap 54  1:40.279

  DRIVERS:
 1. Button 95
 2. Vettel 84
 3. Barrichello 77
 4. Webber 69.5
 5. Hamilton 49

 6. Raikkonen 48
 7. Rosberg 34.5
 8. Trulli 32.5
 9. Alonso 26
 10. Glock 24
 11. Massa, Kovalainen 22

 CONSTRUCTORS:
 1. Brawn-Mercedes 172
 2. Red Bull-Renault 153.5 
  3. McLaren-Mercedes 71
 4. Ferrari 70
  5. Toyota 59.5

 7. BMW Sauber 36
 6. Williams-Toyota 34.5
 8. Renault 26
 9. Force India-Mercedes 13
 10. Toro Rosso-Ferrari 8 
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"Overall I thought we got the maximum from the car today, but unfortunately we had a problem with the brakes more or less 

from the beginning so we couldn't really fight for positions," said Liuzzi, who will definitely stay on a two-year contract starting 

in 2010.

Giancarlo Fisichella had a final feeble run chez Ferrari, and after a drive-through penalty for pit lane speeding was later able to 

jump Romain Grosjean's Renault in the closing laps to take 16th. The Franco Swiss driver was so unsettled that Adrian Sutil also 

sneaked by in his Force India.

So, it was far from a great race, even if this is a great place. But with his fourth victory of the year Vettel clearly signalled his 

potential for the future. "This evening it was a pleasure to sit in the car," he beamed. "The second half of the season has been 

very strong for us, so congratulations to the team, they have been pushing a lot back in the factory. It's a shame the season ends 

now, to be honest, but a perfect way to finish the season on a high."


